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Contemporary 
Visual Systems

This section uses garamond - 
typeface of the Supreme Court, 
3 column layout. Spaced out. 
Official. The ‘catalogue’ of British 
justice 
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Name:

Date of Origin:

Designed By:

Elements:

UK Parliament

2018

SomeOne

Portcullis – the symbol of Westminster, 
The crowned portcullis has come to be 
accepted during the twentieth century as 
the emblem of both Houses of Parliament. 
As with many aspects of parliamentary life, 
this has arisen through custom and usage 
rather than as a result of any conscious 
decision.

Chains seem to be a very common, 
though not particularly significant feature 
accompanying the portcullis.

The crown makes it an explicitly royal 
symbol, ackowledging that the United 
Kingdom is governed by Her Majesty’s 
Government in the name of the Queen.

The typeface is National. The term ‘UK 
Parliament’ highlights the key role of 
Parliament in the UK constitution

portcullis

go to p. 16
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Name:

Date of Origin:

Designed By:

Elements:

The Supreme Court

2008

Yvonne Holton, Herald Painter at the 
Court of Lord Lyon in Scotland

Emblem, made up of:
Tudor Rose, representing England
Thistle, representing Scotland
Leek leaves, representing Wales,
Flax flower, representing Ireland

These four national elements are embraced 
by an almost-circular frame representing 
both Libra, Latin for the scales of justice, 
and Omega, the last letter in the Greek 
alphabet, symbolising the final source of 
justice for the United Kingdom.

The all caps name is set in the font 
Enigma.

Above all these sits the crown, as the 
Monarch is the source of The Supreme 
Court’s authority.

omega libratudor 
rose

go to p. 24 go to p. 18 go to p. 22
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Name:

Date of Origin:

Designed By:

Elements:

Metropolitan Police

2005

The Team

Portcullis – the symbol of Westminster, 
where the Force was established in 1829. 
Also a symbol of security and protection

The Tressure flory and counter-flory which 
surrounds the Portcullis is allusive of the 
name Scotland Yard

Shield, Lions, Knights Helmet, Crown - 
probably from British coat of arms?

Holding a Column, which was a device of 
Cardinal Wolsey in allusion to the tradition 
of his owning the land known as Scotland. 

British 
COA

portcullis

go to p. 16 go to p. 20
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go to p. 26

Name:

Date of Origin:

Designed By:

Elements:

Crown Prosecution Service

1984

CPS Communications Branch

Set of balanced scales

Acronym set underneath in Stone Sans

Simplified design style with very few lines, 
the colour is described as ‘Corporate blue’

scales



1312

Name:

Date of Origin:

Designed By:

Elements:

Government Departments

1956

Design102

Royal Coat of Arms, reflecting that the 
Queen is Head of State, and the United
Kingdom is governed by Her Majesty’s
Government in the name of the Queen.

Single Vertical line to the left of all 
government logos creates a unifying 
structure.

Type set in Helvetica Neue, regular weight,   
Proper case. It is light, accessible, official.

British 
COA

go to p. 20
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Sources

This section is laid out like the 
police witness statements - 
gathering the evidence
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RESTRICTED (when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT

RESTRICTED (when complete)
Signature:      ......................................... Signature witnessed by:      .........................................

Portcullis

•	 the symbol of the Beaufort family- 
(c.1371-1410)



1918

Tudor Rose

•	 1486 - marriage
•	 King Henry VII combined the houses 
of York & Lancaster, therefore combin-
ing their roses
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British Coat 
of Arms

•	 Latin for scales. based on the 
Scales of Justice held by Themis, the 
Greek personification of divine law and 
custom.
•	 1837
•	 Elements trace back to 1189 - 
Richard the Lionheart’s shield 
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Libra

•	 Latin for scales. based on the 
Scales of Justice held by Themis, the 
Greek personification of divine law and 
custom.
•	 401 BC
•	 Ancient Babylon



2524

Omega

•	 last letter of Greek alphabet
•	 late 7th century BC
•	 Ancient Greece
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Scales

•	 weighing souls, goddess Maat
•	 Ancient Egypt? usually associated 
with Greek & Roman mythology
•	 2400 BC
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Evidence,  
Appendicces

This section is laid out like the 
police ‘data’ sheets - like accessing 
the archives - it’s rougher, older, 
vintage
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